Wellington Primary Topic
Parental Information
Year Group -4
Term — Autumn
Topic - Interconnected World
Memorable Experiences -

In the Interconnected World project, your child will use compasses to plot points on a map. They will revise four-figure grid
references before learning about six-figure grid references to accurately pinpoint features on a map. They will identify the Tropics
of Cancer and Capricorn and understand the characteristics of a tropical climate. Your child will learn about the countries, climates
and culture of North and South America. They will identify significant physical features in the United Kingdom and use their map
reading skills to learn about the National Rail network. They will extend this learning, by exploring the development of the canal
network in the past and how the use of canals has changed over time. The class will conduct an enquiry to prove a hypothesis and
use maps and surveys to gather information and draw conclusions.

Your child will receive a copy of the knowledge organiser below to aid their learning. Please take time to look through this at home with your child.

Your child will be bringing home a ‘Home Learning’ guide and workbook, in which they can record home learning tasks for this topic. Included is a
further reading suggestion list and some suitable child friendly websites, which can be used to deepen their understanding of the topics that they will be
covering in class.

Class teachers will guide your child on activities which will directly support that week’s learning and any homework expectations — there is no
requirement for the children to complete all of the tasks in the pack.

Should you have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact the Year Group Team.



Interconnected World

Atlases and maps

Maps, charts and atlazes contain data about countries,
such as their population and land height. Political maps
show the locations of countries and dties. Physical maps
show the location of physical features

Compass points

There are eight points on
a compass. There are four
cardinal points: north,
south, east and west. west oast
There are four intercardinal
points: north-gast,
north-west, south-east and
south-west. People use the
cardinal and intercardinal points to give directions and
plot human and physical features on maps.
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Four-figure grid references

A grid reference
is 3 location on &
map. Four-figure

grid references are B
used to locate a grid z
square on 2 map. To £
find a four-figure grid

reference, you follow
the horizontal axis,

called the easting, t castings
from west to east, and
then the vertical axis, called the northing, from south to
north, untd they meet at the bottom left-hand corner of
the square you want to reference. The easting followed
by the northing makes a four-figure grid reference. The
four-figure grid reference for the square containing
Shawdale Cathedral s 18 00.
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Six-figure grid references

A six-figure grid reference is six numbers that locate an exact position of a human or R - .l
physical feature within a grid square on a map. On an Ordnance Survey map, markers B = 1A
divide each grid square into 100 smaller squares. We go ‘along the corridor’ to the F 1
laft side of the square and "up the stairs’ to the bottom left-hand corner of the square f
to find the so-figure grid reference. For example, the six-figure grid reference for the =

viewpoint, Valley View, is 193 008.

Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn

The tropics &s an area between two Imaginary lines of
fatitude, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, which lie
on either side of the equator,

The Tropic of Cancer lies 23°N of the eguator in the
Northern Hemisphere, The Tropic of Capricorn lies 23%§
of the equator In the Southern Hemisphere,

The tropics s an area of significance. It contains 95%

of the world's mangrove forests, which absorb large
amounts of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere and
release oxygen. The hot and wet climate produces fresh
food all year round, which is shipped worldwide, such as
rice, bananas and mangoes.

Life in North and South America

Cultural studies of a country include the language,
religlon and values of the people who originate from

or live in a particular place. The countries in North and
South America have a range of different cultures, which
have been influenced by indigenous peoples, European
colonisation and immigration.

Canada

Continent: North America
Official languages: f rench and
English

Religion: Around 60% of
Canadian people practise
Christianity.

Values: Canadian people respect different cultures
and value gender and racial equality. They akso
appreciate nature.

Canadian tlag

Brazil

Continent: South America
Official languages: Portuguese
Religion: Around 90% of
Brazilian people practise
Christianity

Values: Brazilian people value relationships, famly,
honesty and respect. Respecting elders is part of the law.
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Contrasting climates

Some countries have contrasting climate zones, which
means that the typical weather conditions can be very
different. Countries in the continents of North and South
America have contrasting climate zones.
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Canada has a polar climate in the north and a temperate
climate in the south. The United States of America has a
mainly tropical climate but the north Is cooler. Most of

Ecuador has a tropical dimate. Brazll has a tropical dimate

overall, but there are some temperate regions further
from the equator.

The distance of a country from the equator affects
climate. Countries nearer the equatar are hotter, and
countries further from the equator are colder. Physical
features, such as mountains and rainforests, also affect
the climate,

Significant features of the
United Kingdom

Significant features of the United Kingdom include
forests, mountains, rivers, lakes and islands, such as
the New Forest National Park in England, the Gramplan
Mountains in Scotland, River Bann in Northem ireland
and Anglesey, an island in Wales.
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National Rail network

National Rall is a company that owns, looks after

and develops Britain’s railway network and trains.
Principal railway routes link major towns and cities
across 8ritain. Many princigal routes terminate in
London. Railway stations are sometimes linked to ferry
interchanges and airports.

Canals

Canals are man-made waterways. They were created
during the Industrial Revolution to transport raw
materlals and goods around the country. Locks, tunneis
and agueducts are all features of canals.

Canals dedined when rallways and roads developed but
were conserved after the Second World War and are
used today for recreation and letsure,

Glossary

colonisation  Settlers from other countries taking
control of an area from Indigenous
people.

Immigration Coming to another country to live

there permanently.

line of latitude An imaginary, horizonta! line around

Earth,
mangrove A large area of tropical trees that grow
forest in saltwater.
originate o come from a particular place.
principal Main or mast important.
terminate The end of a journey.






