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In the Earth and Space project, your child will learn the names of the planets in the Solar System before creating a model outdoors
to describe its scale, movement and features. They will learn how scientists throughout history used different methods to study the
Solar System and came to understand how the planets orbited the Sun. They will make a model and use it to explain the orbits of
the Moon around the Earth and the Earth around the Sun. They will identify the spherical shape of the Sun, Earth and Moon. They
will learn how people in ancient civilisations believed the Earth was flat and how evidence proved the Earth was a sphere. They will
know that the Earth's rotation creates a range of phenomena, including day and night and the appearance of the Sun rising above
the horizon in the east at sunrise, moving across the sky and then setting below the horizon in the west at sunset, and use
equipment to model these phenomena. They will make and use sundials to learn how people in the past used the Earth's rotation,
the angle of the sunlight, and the length and direction of shadows to tell the time. They will learn that the Earth's tilt and rotation
as it orbits the Sun creates different seasons and day lengths in the Northern and Southern Hemispheres and the effect of similar
amounts of direct sunlight all year round in the tropics. They will research the times of day on the Earth in different locations and
describe how Earth's rotation creates this phenomenon. They will learn about the Moon's orbit and name and explain the eight
phases of the Moon. They will research how solar and lunar eclipses occur and create labelled diagrams to show their findings.
Children will complete their learning by conducting an in-depth study of either Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus or
Neptune and compare the planet's scale, features and movement to that of the Earthsignificant reign of Emperor Qin Shi Huang of
the Qin Dynasty and the importance of the Silk Road created by the Han Dynasty. To end the project, your child will find out how
ancient China’s lasting legacy can be seen in the world today.

Your child will receive a copy of the knowledge organiser below to aid their learning. Please take time to look through this at home with your child.

Your child will be bringing home a ‘Home Learning’ guide and workbook, in which they can record home learning tasks for this topic. Included is a

further reading suggestion list and some suitable child friendly websites, which can be used to deepen their understanding of the topics that they will be

covering in class.



Class teachers will guide your child on activities which will directly support that week’s learning and any homework expectations – there is no

requirement for the children to complete all of the tasks in the pack.

Should you have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact the Year Group Team.








