
 

Wellington Primary Science  

Parental Information 

Year Group – 6 

Term – Autumn  

Topic – Evolution and Inheritance 

In the Evolution and Inheritance project, your child will learn about the five kingdoms scientists group living things into based on 

their characteristics. They will discuss what fossils are, revisit how they form and learn about the fossil record before classifying 

fossils, using what they have learned about the features of living things. Children will discuss the theory of evolution and the 

scientists who founded it in the 19th century, Charles Darwin and Alfred Russell Wallace, learning that all living things on Earth are 

related and have gradually changed over time. They will learn that fossils and the DNA of extinct and living things provide evidence 

for the theory of evolution and then study a scientific diagram called an evolutionary tree, identifying the relationships between 

past and present-day living things. Children will learn the meaning of the terms 'inheritance' and 'variation' and how evolution 

relies on them. They will discuss examples of inherited and non-inherited features and continuous and discontinuous variation 

within humans before collecting and displaying class data about eye colour as a bar chart and heights as a line graph. They will 

revisit the meaning of 'adaptation' and use new scientific terminology, including 'natural selection and 'survival of the fittest'. They 

will learn about adaptation in animals by investigating how birds' beaks have changed over time to improve their ability to catch 

and eat specific foods. They will learn about adaptation in plants, including structural, behavioural and chemical adaptations, and 

then investigate the leaves of trimmed and untrimmed holly plants, observing how holly plants can adapt to become spikier to 

survive. They will complete their learning by holding a class debate about artificial selection using evidence from research and 

presenting an argument for and against its use. 

Your child will receive a copy of the knowledge organiser below to aid their learning.  Please take time to look through this at home with your child. 

Your child will be bringing home a ‘Home Learning’ guide and workbook, in which they can record home learning tasks for this topic.  Included is a further reading 

suggestion list and some suitable child friendly websites, which can be used to deepen their understanding of the topics that they will be covering in class.   

Class teachers will guide your child on activities which will directly support that week’s learning and any homework expectat ions – there is no requirement for the 

children to complete all of the tasks in the pack.  

Should you have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact the Year Group Team. 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


