
 

Wellington Primary Science  

Parental Information 

Year Group – 5 

Term – Autumn  

Topic – Forces and Mechanisms 

In the Forces and Mechanisms project, your child will revisit prior learning about forces, identifying what a force is and discussing 

the two types, including contact and non-contact forces. They will learn that gravity is a force of attraction and follow instructions 

to observe gravity in action. They will learn the meanings of the terms 'mass' and 'weight' and their units of measurement, 

following instructions to record the mass and weight of various everyday objects using a piece of equipment called a force meter. 

They will revisit learning about friction, discussing situations where it can be helpful or where we need to minimise its effects. They 

will learn about the frictional forces called air and water resistance in detail and conduct investigations to observe these frictional 

forces in action. They will learn about mechanisms, including gears, pulleys and levers and follow instructions to investigate how 

these simple machines use forces to make tasks easier. They will generate scientific questions they wish to study further on the 

theme of forces and mechanisms and research to find the answers. They will complete their learning by examining the forces 

involved in riding a bicycle and the parts that are gears, pulleys and levers. 

Your child will receive a copy of the knowledge organiser below to aid their learning.  Please take time to look through this at home with your child. 

Your child will be bringing home a ‘Home Learning’ guide and workbook, in which they can record home learning tasks for this topic.  Included is a 

further reading suggestion list and some suitable child friendly websites, which can be used to deepen their understanding of the topics that they will be 

covering in class.   

Class teachers will guide your child on activities which will directly support that week’s learning and any homework expectations – there is no 

requirement for the children to complete all of the tasks in the pack.  

Should you have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact the Year Group Team. 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 


