Friday 7th January 2022

Message from the Headteacher
Welcome back to school. We hope you had a good break.
We are pleased to announce that Mrs Hawkes will be back to school on Monday and is looking
forward to meeting Birch Class and getting to know them. Miss Gaffney will also be working in
Birch class during the week to ensure a smooth handover. She will continue to teach the class
each week for at least one day per week.
We are sorry to hear that quite a few of our families had to isolate over the holidays due to
Coronavirus and many families are isolating now too. Thank you for wearing your masks on the
school sites and practicing social distancing. We continue to keep the school as normal as
possible but with the extra cleaning, ventilation and hand washing. Please keep testing to
ensure the community is as safe as possible. Below are some useful websites:
Book a PCR test for someone with symptoms or for a close contact of someone with
Covid https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirustest
Lateral Flow Tests; order for home delivery https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapidlateral-flow-tests
Find where to get lateral flow tests in your community, you will need to get a code for
collection on line or by calling 119
https://maps-test.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/#/
Please let the school office know immediately if your family have positive test results, so
that we can help stop the spread of Coronavirus.
Please can you check your child’s PE kit, some of the children have grown a lot recently and
they need new jogging bottoms, especially as it is now very cold outside.
The holiday homework projects look fantastic once again, thank you for supporting your child
over the holidays. There is regular homework set either in books or on Google Classroom.
Swimming will start again next week for year 4 and year 5, please send their swimming kit into
school on the relevant days.
Classes have been sending invitations out for morning Booster/Catch up classes. Letters will be
coming out with specific details.

Early Years
Nursery
It has been lovely to see the children excited to come back to Nursery excited and looking
refreshed after the Christmas break. It has been lovely listening to their news and sharing some
of the activities they did during this time.
Literacy
This term we are learning about Traditional tales and have been reading the story The Three little
pigs. The children enjoyed joining in with the repeated refrains from the story such as; ’No, not
by the hair on my chinny chin chin’, ‘Little pig, let me come in’ and ‘I’ll huff and I’ll puff and I’ll blow
your house down!! They were very good at thinking about the different voices that the characters
would have as well. There are some super scary Wolves in Nursery!!

The children have been retelling the story in the small world tuff tray and we have been very
impressed at their story knowledge. It has been great to see the progress that the children have
made taking turns and making relationships and building friendships with each other.

Phonics
Our new sound of the week was Gg and the children enjoyed air writing and then practicing the
formation on the white boards. They liked playing what’s in the box and had fun listening to the
initial sounds of the objects to spot the ones that started with the letter g! Encourage your children
to find objects at home that also begin with the sound ‘g’. Upload on to Tapestry any picture or
lists of objects your child may have found.

Maths
The children have been practicing their counting as well as thinking about prepositions. They
enjoyed singing the song ‘on, in, under, by’ and joining in with the actions. We used one of the
three little pigs and a house to talk about the different positions of the pig and encouraged the
children to speak in a sentence such as ‘The pig is in the house, the pig in behind the house’

Creative
At the Art table the children have been painting their own houses and talking about which house
was the strongest. The children all agree that a house of bricks is the best! We were so impressed
by their printing; we have hung them up so everyone can see.

Tapestry
Please keep an eye on Tapestry as will be uploading notices and reminders on to platform for
you. It is also your chance to show us anything that your child may have done at home, whether
related to the work we are doing or not and also if you have a message for us you can reach us
via Tapestry as well. If you are still unable to access, then please see either Mrs McCarthy or
Mrs Odedra and we will endeavour to help you.

Stars of the week

Leonardo for having a great first week at Nursery and really getting involved with the
activities.
Torin for excellent counting work and remembering to use his finger to touch the objects
as he counts.

Iqra and Sakeena for speaking much more confidently in Nursery with the staff and
other children.
Riiaan who has had a first great week staying all day and has been confidently joining in
with the story.
Aaira for showing great pen control when drawing a picture of her family and being able
to answer questions about the picture.
Uswah for super pen control when drawing a picture independently.
Nolan for playing nicely in the outdoor area.
Zaina for communicating more using gestures and facial expressions.

Nursery birthdays this week

Reception
Dojo points
Birch -562
Yew - 1634
Elm -1215
Oak - 643
Homework
Beginning in January, all homework for reception will be uploaded to Tapestry. Homework will
continue to go out every Thursday and then all parents can upload this to Tapestry. Any
questions, please ask your child’s class teacher.
Mathematics
In maths this week we have been learning about the number ‘0’ and how we represent this
number. Also we have been learning the composition of numbers and how we compare these
numbers.
The children did a range of activities to show how we represent numbers. See below all the
wonderful work they did.

Literacy
In Literacy the new focus story has been, ‘The Shoemaker and the Elves’. We have been busy
role playing with the shoemaker’s workshop and building our own shoes. Children were able to
discuss the different characters in the story and how the Elves changed the lives of the
shoemaker and his wife. The children talked about how acts of kindness can have an impact of
people's lives. Children have been practising using their communication and language skills to
have discussions about how they have shown acts of kindness.
Also in literacy we have been writing letters to ‘Santa’.
Take a look below!

Phonics
In phonics this week we have been learning the letter sounds, ch, sh, th and ng. Children were
able to recognise the r sounds and say words which begin and end with ch, th, sh and ng.
Children used their phonics knowledge to write sentences. We have been practising some tricky
words which have been really helpful for children to write words and sentences. The children
really enjoyed a variety of activities to show their understanding of blending and writing words.

Outdoor learning!
This week we were really busy in the outdoor area making sure children are all having a go in
the sandpit, kitchen and the obstacle course we have on our playground. The children also
constructed a village using the blocks which they really enjoyed.

Merits
Birch
Aarav for super listening and joining in during Phonics.
Aditya for being a good friend and sharing toys.
Alitza for amazing singing and dancing this week.

Aishmaan for joining in during carpet time and remembering to put her hand up.
Ayaan for trying his best all week and being a kind friend.
Azel for being considerate of others and joining in during carpet time.
Elm
James for amazing listening all week and working hard with all his work.
Navraj, Thisura, Adora and Kyarrah for listening carefully to instructions and learning how to
sew.
Mehardeep for being an independent learner and completing lots of dojo work.
Yew
Tia - for giving good answers during carpet time.
David- for excellent blending and reading.
Mohit - for making good choices throughout the day.
Shawnveer - for excellent blending and reading.
Irha- for excellent answers when discussing the story.
Anika - for making good choices throughout the day.
Oak
Hollyann- for trying her best in phonics and attempting to write letter sounds.
Vivan - for settling in well in the class and making good progress.
Sara - for doing lots of good writing on the writing table.
Tanishi - for coming into school with a smile and positive attitude.

Happy birthday to Anton in Yew class.

Year 1
Dojo points
Beech - 603
Ebony - 520
Maple - 531
Willow - 529
English
We have started reading a new text in English this week called ‘The Lonely Beast’. We had fun
acting out freeze frames from the book and this helped us write about character feelings. Can
you tell a grown up another word for scared?

Maths
This week we have learned how to count on in addition. We found totals by putting the larger
number in our heads and counting on using dominos. We used our knowledge of tens frames to
help us solve word problems.

Science
This term in Science we are learning all about plants. We drew our own plant and labelled
flower, leaves, stem and roots. Next week we'll be learning about their functions and what helps
them grow.

Art
In Art this week we were busy creating prints using natural materials like flowers and leaves to
illustrate a boutique of flowers in a vase.

Projects
Look at our amazing weather projects, this term we
will be learning all about weather. You have tried so
hard with your projects - great effort!

Please complete maths sheets and English sheets in the homework books.
Homework is due on Monday 10th January.

Merits
Willow
Elano - For his excellent illustration of a plant and labelling its parts correctly. Super!
Anna - For her super art work creating a print using natural materials. Fantastic!
Rakeem, Andrea and Ali - For their outstanding holiday projects creating informative projects all
about the weather. Well done!!
Beech
Aishah and Sian for their brilliant participation during PE - well done!
Aashrrith and Kashika for their wonderful weather project - great effort!
Joshua for a lovely flower print in art this week!
Katushca for labelling a plant correctly in science this week!
Ebony
Zaynab for her amazing participation in gymnastics this week. Keep it up!
Rayan for his amazing English work this week. He described how the lonely beast felt.
Adhithya for his brilliant counting on in maths.
Eva for her excellent art work using flowers to print. Well done!
Hawa for drawing, identifying and labelling features of a plant. Well done!
Osman for his brilliant trying in sounding out and writing in phonics. Keep it up!
Maple
Zayyan for super printing using natural materials.
Zayd and Tanav – for thinking carefully about different types of weather and creating their own
weather symbols
Aashvi – for wonderful written work about the main character in our new story.
Talia – for blending her phonics sounds to read cvc words.
Shaan – for a wonderful drama performance, role playing the main character in our new story.

Year 2
Dojo points
Aspen - 846
Chestnut - 760
Pine - 758
Sycamore - 740

English
This week we have been learning all about Pirates! We have used a non-fiction
book to find out information. We have been collecting adjectives to describe
famous pirates. What facts can you recall about Blackbeard?

Maths
This week we have been thinking about data handling. We have been collecting
data and presenting it in tally charts and bar charts. We looked carefully at the
most and least popular votes.

Projects
This half term we are learning about Christopher Columbus. We were amazed
with your brilliant projects! You created some excellent fact files, models and
pictures! Well done everyone!

Merits
Sycamore
Sudeshna - for creating a brilliant healthy school lunch menu for your
reading task!

Aaran and Jana - For collecting excellent adjectives to describe Blackbeard
the pirate.
Nikita - for collecting data and presenting it in a tally chart.
Presha and Zahra - for creating excellent projects all about Christopher
Columbus.
Aspen
Leon, Ksawery, Nicolas, Brendan, Victoria and Renoy for creating fantastic
projects all about the ship Christopher Columbus used to sail around the
world. Well Done!
Chestnut
Kleyon, Amelia C, Zoila, Erika, Lakshaya and Azmat for creating fantastic
projects all about the ship Christopher Columbus used to sail around the
world. Well Done!
Pine
Servani, Anaya, Jaypal, Shrishani for super 3D projects all about the ships
of Christopher Columbus.
Yasmin and Puneet for creating a super tall chart in maths surveying the
class’s favourite dessert.

Key Stage 2
Year 3
Welcome to a new term in a new year! We would like to wish you a very Happy New Year! Year
3 have returned to school with a wonderful sense of enthusiasm and willingness to learn. They
also brought in their wonderful European projects. We will be spending some time over the next
week allowing pupils to share their projects which they completed on paper, with the opportunity
to share their projects which they may have also uploaded on Google Classroom.

Class Dojo Points:
Topaz: 132 points
Sapphire: 118 points
Turquoise: 189 points
Lapis: 176 points

Lapis merits
Yeshika- for creating an excellent colour wheel in art using primary, secondary and tertiary
colours.
Neev- for his super efforts when reasoning in maths.
Romain- for his fantastic work in English when finishing a story for his cold task and using a variety
of vocabulary.
Kushika- for her excellent contributions in maths when learning the 8 times tables.
Aleks and Damian-for their topic project about Wieliczka Salt Mine in Poland.

Topaz merits
Maya, Edgar and Snyda - wonderful work in Art, mixing primary colours to create secondary and
tertiary colours to add to the colour wheel.
Emrys - sharing some interesting facts for our new science topic of Light and Shadows.
Fabio - brilliant Geography project on the Eiffel Tower landmark.
Hargun - in RE, for her beautiful piece of writing, retelling the story of Judaism.

Sapphire merits
Sehan and Ikram for their improvement in writing in English for their cold task activity - keep it up!
Vinuga and Jaymin for completing a fantastic visual poster all about famous landmarks in Europe.
Vienn and Jenson for creating a brilliant colour wheel using paint in art.

Turquoise merits
Declan, Jayleen and Kensicha - For their amazing contribution in class when discussing
everything they knew about light and shadow in Science.
Aaruhi and Yasha - For their fantastic posters created for homework all about a European
landmark.
Parnika - For her perseverance in Maths this week when exploring a tricky word problem that
involved dividing by 8.
Lyrah - For working hard in Maths when learning about her 8 times tables.
English
This week in English, year 3 have been introduced to their new book called ‘The Firework Maker’s
Daughter’ by Phillip Pullman. So far the children have made some great predictions using the
front cover and blurb to support them. Many of the children have been able to support their ideas
using the cover of the book and made some well written inferences about the book. Year 3 have
also been expanding their vocabulary range in order to identify different synonyms for adjectives.
We have been encouraging the children to use different adjectives in order to create a good sense
of plot and setting and to describe their own characters. Great start to the term year 3!

Maths
In maths this week, year 3 have continued to work on their times table knowledge. Timetables are
a key area of the year 3 maths curriculum. We kindly request for you to allocate some time on a
daily basis (approximately 10-15 mins a day if possible) for your child to log on to TTRS. Currently,
there is a tournament across the year group. We wonder which class can win to gain 2 class dojo
points! Here are the current scores:

We also focused on dividing by 8, relating this back to our learning of the 8 times table earlier this
week. Pupils were taught how multiplication is the same as repeated addition and how division is
the same as repeated subtraction. They were also taught the key concept of using the inverse for
our division and multiplication sentences.

Art
In art this week, we have started our new unit of painting. This week the children have
found examples of secondary and tertiary colours in order to create their own colour wheel
which they can refer to throughout the term. The children have demonstrated superb mixing
skills and resilience when it came to painting their colour wheels neatly and tidily. Keep up the
great painting!

Topic
This week the children had a chance to present and show their class teacher their projects they
completed over the Christmas holidays. We are amazed by the high standard of work the
children had produced and the excitement they had when sharing what they had learnt. Great
work everyone!

This week in Topic, we started our new unit Europe. The children completed a thinking frame
full of the knowledge they already had about Europe. They had lots to share and amazed us
with their contribution. Next week we will be identifying and locating countries of Europe on a
map using an atlas.

Homework and Spellings - Set on Thursdays, due on Mondays

All instructions for homework are shown on Google Classroom under the English, Maths and
Spellings tabs.
For English homework, there is a reading comprehension and spellings.
Maths this week will be on My Maths.
The weekly spelling list will be on Google Classroom.

Year 4
A very warm welcome to this week's year 4 newsletter
Merits this week
Amber class
Deeya, Enes, Samanvi for their great work producing a e-safety slide show on google slides.
Vishnavi, Almirah and Reah for their fantastic work on the rainforest projects over the Christmas
holidays.
Amethyst Class
Lola for pushing herself in maths when learning her times tables.
Shanelle for her positive attitude and driving straight back into the spring term.
Deen and Leila for their amazing projects all about Rainforests.
Gina for her contributing some amazing predictions about our new class book.
Obsidian Class
Krisha for writing a great prediction for our new class book.
Neel for writing a great prediction for our new class book.
Aleksander for his effort to improve his handwriting.
Thaarisha for completing her first week at Wellington and trying her best in every lesson.
Angel for trying her best in maths to multiply numbers by 10.
Moonstone Class

Simran -For linking her topic research to inform her prediction on what ‘The Great
Kapok Tree’ is going to be about.
Razan - For her prediction on what our new class reader will be about, ensuring to use
evidence to back up her answer.
Ayaan - For his definition of what tropical rain forests are.
Jewel - For her growing confidence in maths.
Trisha G - For her well-crafted and detailed poster on Rainforests for her winter
homework.
Class Dojo Points:
Amber: 223
Moonstone: 361
Obsidian: 266
Amethyst: 160

English
In English this week, we have started looking at our new book, ‘The Great Kapok Tree’ by Lynne
Cherry. The children have made predictions on what they think the book will be about and are
exploring Kapok Trees and Rainforests in greater detail.

Maths
In maths this week we have been refreshing our knowledge on dividing and multiplying by 10 and
100. To help us to understand we used our white boards and moved our numbers to the correct
place when the divide or multiply by 10 or 100 came towards us. It was great fun and we learned
about the importance of place value in our calculations.

Topic
Following on from some amazing projects that were completed over the holidays on Rainforests
we have started looking where in the world they can be found. We discussed what a biome is as
later on in the term we will be comparing rainforests to another biome. In pairs we completed
fact sheets all about Ecuador, a country that has a lot of rainforests.

Science
This week in science we started our new topic Sound. Children completed a defining frame
showing how much they already know about our new topic. Next week children will be learning
more about how sound travels through our ears.

RE
In RE this week we began our new topic which is Christianity. We focused on the teachings of
Jesus Christ and worked in groups to create freeze frames which showed how the 10
commandments would have been taught.

PSHCE
In PSHCE this week we were learning all about our goals and dreams. We learned about Michael
Jordan and how he persevered and became one of the most successful basketball players of all
time. We then talked about our own goals and had so many amazing aspirations across the
classrooms, such as becoming artists, actors, lawyers and athletes!

Year 5
A big welcome back to all our year 5 families, we hope you have had a restful break full of family,
friends and laughter. The children have already demonstrated how eager they are to be back and
learn in a supportive environment with all their friends. This week we have started new topics in
R.E, Science and Art which I’m sure the children will tell you all about and they may even try to
create collages at home over the weekend. Happy new year!

Merits
Emerald Class:
Sara- For her immediate positive attitude that she has demonstrated towards
her learning which has been reflected in her learning all week.
Krithik- For his explanation of how a number increases as it gets multiplied by
10, 100 and 1000.
Yusuf- For his terrific paired discussion on the 5 k’s in R.E and their significance to Sikhs. He
was able to compare this to how other religions wear items of clothing to symbolise different
meanings.
Aaron- For his excellent demonstration of multiplying numbers by 10, 100, 1000 using a place
value grid.
Meera and Darshini- For their understanding and explanation of the properties of different
materials using the new vocabulary explored in the lesson.
Diamond Class:
Abdullah for his excellent recount of the main events in the Highwayman.
Antoni & Umayma for using the Atlas to locate and identify the top 10 largest countries in Africa
and discuss their area.
Philip for demonstrating an excellent understanding of multiplying and dividing by 10, 100 and
1000 and using mathematical terminology to explain.

Tanisha for demonstrating her understanding of new vocabulary to explain the properties of
materials.
Ved for developing and applying his understanding of writing the beginning of his newspaper
report.
Dojo Points:
Diamond Class - 149 points
Emerald Class - 195 points
English
In English this week, children have been creating recounts of The Highwayman poem using story
mapping to help them internalise the poem. They then went on to use their story maps to retell
the main events in the order that they happened. Later this week, they then used these story
maps to write newspaper recounts to show what different characters in the poem thought about
what had happened. Next week, we are going to continue writing our recounts to include as many
newspaper writing features as we can and write out Hot Tasks.

Math
This week in Maths we have explored multiplying and dividing numbers by 10, 100 and 1000. The
children have used place value charts to support their learning and understanding of how the
digits move to the left hand side as they increase. From using the place value chart, the children
have been able to solve fluency questions mentally. They have also worked on word problems by
highlighting the key information in the question to help them create number sentences and solve
them.

In the Spotlight: Science
In science this week the children have been exploring their new topic on materials and their topics.
The children started off by identifying natural and man-made materials and differentiating them
into groups. They have then slowly moved on to exploring a range of items that they would find
in their everyday life and independently identify their material and the properties of the material.
For example, some materials may be transparent.
The children have then worked to group these materials by the properties of their materials.

Homework

Homework details have been set on Google Classroom. Please check this week's homework
with your child. Thank you.
Maths: Log in to Mymaths to complete your homework.
Spellings: On Doodle Spell (spelling test on Tuesday)
Due date: 10.01.21
Wishing all our Year 5 families a very happy and restful weekend.

Year 6
Happy New Year to all! The Year 6 children have started this new term focused and raring to
go!
We immediately got back into the class reader in English and compared new characters with
previous ones as well as analyzed the cause and effect of events. They also studied the
different feelings and responses of characters for the same situation.
In maths we have made a good start on coordinates - in the four quadrants and started our new
unit of LIGHT in science.
HOMEWORK this week is carried over from the Christmas holidays and needs to be completed
by next week on 10th January.

Ruby
Ritisha: for completing the Greater Depth maths challenges accurately showing great
understanding of reading and plotting coordinates in all four quadrants.
Manav: for his great analysis of the class text in English and completing a Venn diagram comparing two characters - in detail.
Chakrika: For making a great start to Year 6.
Abdullah and Neaveh: For accuracy in their science explanation on how we see things.
Opal
Gia: for completing the Greater Depth maths challenges accurately showing great
understanding of reading and plotting coordinates in all four quadrants.
Heena: For accuracy in her science explanation on how we see things.
Haizey: For challenging herself and improving her writing skills to complete a well written HOT
TASK.
Safaa: For super effort in English when completing the ‘role on the wall’ task - analysing four
different characters. She also supported her opinions using suitable examples from the text.

Dojo Points:
Opal = 61
Ruby = 54

In English, we have read several more chapters of our class reader. We were introduced to
some new characters. To help us understand them we had to use evidence from the text to
compare them to older characters using a Venn diagram to find similarities and differences. We
also looked at a key event from the story and how the different members of the main family in
the book were affected. We used a ‘role in the wall’ model to give examples of how each was
feeling/thinking on the inside and how they were reacting on the outside and their reasons for
those.

To extend our thinking further, the children had to look at another key moment in the story and
the events which occurred. They needed to focus on the dynamics between two characters,
considering how these events unfolded, by looking at the cause and effect of the build up to the
event, and the consequences of these on the two main characters. This was structured using a
cause and effect thinking frame.

In maths, the children started a new unit of work on coordinates. This was a progression of skills
building on work covered from previous years. Rather than just plotting positive coordinates in
the first quadrant of a coordinate grid, the children used all four quadrants. This was challenging
- especially the reading and problem solving work as the children need to understand the rules
for both the y axis and x axis when using positive and negative coordinates.
They have also started looking at translation of congruent shapes around the grid.
Here are some examples of the problem solving:

In science, the children have started their new unit on LIGHT.
They learned how light travels differently to sound and that it travels in straight lines. This was
then used to explain how we see things - and how light is reflected off objects, in straight lines,
into our eyes. To help stop misconceptions, we had to learn what were light sources and what
objects, even though light seems to emanate from them are actually secondary sources of light.
The Moon is an example of a secondary source of light and the Sun is an actual source of light.

