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We hope you enjoy reading our termly magazines and talking to your children about the 

variety of activities and events that they have taken part in this term.   

We were very pleased to receive another letter from the Minister of State for School Standards, 

congratulating the school for the very high level of progress our pupils are making. The staff 

team were delighted to have the progress over time acknowledged and to be in the top 2% of 

schools nationally.   

The pupils have enjoyed another busy term with lots of extra-curricular activities, trips and 

visitors which have enriched the learning experience. They are also on our website each term 

if you wish to share them with your wider family. 

We have almost finished the Adobe project, which has been enhancing the Reception outdoor 

area. The children have been very interested in the building process. The junior children have 

also been using their new playground markings and sports equipment. Two Activall cardio 

fitness boards have also been installed this week into the junior studio to encourage more 

exercise.  

  

Thank you for all your support this term, you have helped make models, find costumes, ensure 

the children complete homework tasks and much more .We appreciate the opportunities to 

work  together to give the children the best possible learning experiences.   

We hope you enjoy the break and we look forward to an exciting summer term.     

Mrs Norton 

 

 

http://www.wellington.hounslow.sch.uk/images/uploads/misc-images/new-building-10.jpg


GOVERNORS PIECE FOR NEWSLETTER 

 
Who are the Governors and what do they do?  

by JONTY FULFORD, Chair  - with thoughts from some other Wellington governors 

 

It was great to receive a letter this term from the Minister of State for School Standards 
congratulating Wellington’s staff and students on the remarkable progress made all the 
way through Key Stages 1 and 2.  In fact progress was so good, he said, that it put us in “the 
top 2% of schools in England”!  But of course attainment and progress at the school have 
been wonderfully high for some time.  
 

So recently an important, and very pleasant, part of the Governors’ role has simply been to 
congratulate Mrs Norton and her staff.  (And of course parents too can be justly proud of 
their children’s efforts!)  But as a governing body we need to see for ourselves the evidence 
of all this progress.  So, yes, we look at the termly reports by the Headteacher and other 
senior staff, but we also study and challenge the school’s data; we read what teachers from 
other schools have to say when they visit Wellington to do their own assessment; and - 
perhaps the best part! - we meet pupils (of all ages), go into classrooms and look at 
examples of the children’s work.   
 

It’s not just about academic attainment and progress.  Governors must be sure - especially 
now the school is growing so much - that every child matters, that he or she is safe and 
cared for, has a proper amount of exercise and will acquire values and skills to carry them 
through life.  We see for ourselves that Wellington children are enthusiastic, polite and 
happy.  Long may it continue! 

                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ajit Makwana has spent the last decade 
working in Further Education:  “I am passionate 
about delivering education, which I believe can 
change the world.  So it's in the best interests 
of society to deliver the right education for a 
bright future.”  

 



 
Maria Tarring, a Higher Level Teaching Assistant, has 
worked at Wellington for 18 years: “I recently decided to 
become a Governor because I wanted to be more 
involved with the running of the school. I thoroughly 
enjoy working with our wonderful pupils and staff and 
truly believe that our school ethos and vision make for a 
fantastic learning environment.” 

 

Rochelle Barnett is an interim Headteacher at 
another junior school in Hounslow: “I love Wellington - 
its creativity, energy, diversity and values. The Head 
and her staff care deeply about how children grow and 
learn and do their utmost to provide an excellent 
learning environment in financially challenging times.” 

 



Sapphire and Topaz Class 
This term, Sapphire and Topaz have been engaging in a wide range of curricular ac-

tivities including designing, creating, evaluating money boxes in DT, learning about 

plants in Science and perfecting our reaction, catching, throwing and coordination 

skills in PE. We have also been learning about Volcanoes and exploring new strate-

gies in Mathematics for the four operations, along with writing instructions and nar-

ratives in English. We have been lucky to have had several visits and workshops this 

term to enhance our learning too!  

In ICT we have been learning to stay safe online. In 

PSHCE we have been learning to set targets and how to 

recognise and deal with feelings of guilt. During Spanish 

lessons, we have been learning how to express feelings 

and  learning vocabulary for stationery. In Art we have 

designed and constructed our own Volcanoes using    

Paper Mache techniques and painting.  In RE we have 

explored all religions and recently we have been learn-

ing about the Abrahamic religions through story telling, 

role play and discussion.   



In Science we have learnt about Light and Shadows and carried out an investiga-

tion to see how light travels when shone on opaque, transparent and          

translucent objects. We were able to list a wide variety of light sources and 

were able to explain what happens when light is blocked. It was also interesting 

to explore ways in which the size and shape of shadows can be changed.            

In the second half term we explored different parts of a flower and their       

functions. We also learnt how water is transported in a plant and what part the 

flower plays in a plant life cycle.  



 

In English this term, we have  explored many genres. We focused on The 
Firework Maker’s Daughter by Phillip Pullman. Our writing for this text was 
based around a story from an Asian culture. Our main fiction text was “Alice 
in Wonderland” by Lewis Carroll. We enjoyed writing a diary for Alice’s jour-

ney through the tunnel.  

Linked with topic work, we carried out research on Volcanoes and created 
an informative poster. We also worked on instructional writing this term 

and learnt about all the features to help write effective and useful            
instructions.   

We celebrated World Book Day 

across the school.  We completed a 

project on the book Alice’s Adven-

tures in Wonderland and we also 

watched the film.  We took part in a 

dance workshop, which was a lot of 

fun. The best part was our Alice in 

Wonderland Tea party.  We enjoyed 

it so much! 



We have continued to work on our mental maths skills on a daily basis and have developed new 

strategies to help us calculate more quickly. Becoming more confident with our times tables has 

also benefited us. 

In Statistics we carried out many surveys on favourite drinks and sandwiches.  We also collected 

data on the most popular amount of water in our school water bottles. It was great to find that 

the most popular liquid amount was 500 ml. That’s  great for keeping us hydrated!   

Topaz And Sapphire have learnt about fractions of amounts, fractions on a number line and  frac-

tion word problems.  

We have also looked at multiplication and used  reasoning to answer some challenging ques-

tions. There has also been a focus on multiplication arrays to help us with inverse and division. 



Year 4 Spring  
This spring we have been very busy learning about the history of our Earth and 

explaining it through the journey of a pebble, as well as learning about the Rainforest 

and Antarctica in our topic work.  We visited an actual living rainforest in the UK, see 

our pictures of what we did.  We also celebrated World Book Day by reading about 

and completing lots of activities based on Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland.   

We also had visitors come to teach us about science in the real world.  

On 1st March 2018, we celebrated World Book 

Day across the school.  We all got to dress up as 

our favourite book characters.  We completed a 

project on the book Alice’s Adventures in Wonder-

land and we also got to watch the film.  We took 

part in dance workshop, which was a lot of fun. The 

best part was our Alice in Wonderland Tea party.  

In Year 4, we also ran a competition for the best Afternoon Tea 

invitation competition and also the best dressed competition.  

Some of us have also entered a World Book Day Book Token 

competition.  Fingers crossed that one of us might win.  

It’s World 
Book 
Day! 



Our Mathematics work this term has focused on developing our explanations and challenging 

ourselves though deepening our understanding.  We have learnt to count forwards and 

backwards using fractions, solve problems involving converting units of time, solving missing 

number problems and calculating the perimeter and area of rectilinear shapes.  We have also 

used a lot of bar modelling to demonstrate the differences between fractions, to calculate 

sums and also as visual respresentations of our explanations.  

In PE this term, Amber 

have been learning 

how to swim and have 

made excellent 

progress.  

We have also been  

learning new skills  

with a new PE teacher.  

In DT, we combined 

our Mathematics, 

Science, English and 

DT skills to design a 

healthy flapjack.  We 

tried out different 

ingredients and 

cooked in our new 

Home Cooking room.  

They were delicious!   



 

 

Science We have learnt about states of matter and conducted an experiment to 

investigate the water cycle. We  also investigated how sound is made and how we hear sound.  

Our experiments have helped us to understand sound proofing and how to change pitch.  Our 

science work has also involved writing explanations for how the water cycle works, and also 

how and what happens when a candle burns.  This gave us an opportunity to apply grammar 

learnt in our English lessons.  

In PSHCE our topic has been Healthy Me.  We have leant to iden-

tify people close to us and also making health choices.  We also 

learnt about saving water and how to help those who do not have 

clean water linking it to our Rights Respecting Award.   

In Art we have been  printing using bread and  creating our Antarctica  collages. We sketched our 

collage designs first, then used small pieces of material and coloured paper to create the landscape.  



This term in English we studied poetry by Valerie Bloom, investigated El Caminante—an animation, 

read Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland for World Book Day and also The Pebble in my Pocket.  We 

developed our understanding of using effective figurative language and its impact on the reader. These 

included personification, simile, metaphor, alliteration and onomatopoeia.  We also strengthened out 

reading skills by learning more about predicting, finding the meaning of words, analyzing language 

and inference—reading between the lines, so that we become better readers and writers.   Our work 

also included lots of drama work.  

Though our topic work we have taken a journey through the Amazon Rainforest, learnt about the 

different tree layers, met tribes and learnt about their way of life, as well as discussed how we can 

prevent deforestation.  In Spring Term 2, we travelled to Antarctica, learning about Sir E. Shackleton's 

endurance race and learnt more about biomes.  Our trip to the Living Rainforest was excellent, we 

learnt a lot about how plants and animals adapt to their surroundings.  



This term we have studied 

Africa, contrasting its rural 

and urban areas.  

Year 5 

Painting a setting of  

Timbavati, using the 

story ‘The Butterfly 

Lion’. 

We identified physical 

and human features of 

the UK. 

We had a dance work-
shop based on the 

themes of ‘The Butterfly 
Lion’. 

We described the African 
veld using figurative  

language features. 



PSHE 

Learning about 

materials and 

their properties.  

In PSHE, we lave learnt about how to be healthy 

and our goals and dreams.  



Writing to create tension 

an atmosphere. 

Letter writing as a 

character. 

We loved reading and studying 

Michael Morpurgo’s ‘The 

Butterfly Lion’.  



Data handling and 

interpreting line 

graphs. 

Calculating missing angles and 

the internal and external angles 

of regular polygons. 



Year 6 Magazine 

Spring Year 6 enjoyed  

an exciting 

term with a 

wide range of 

activities. We 

have been 

studying the 

Maya and spent 

a really exciting 

day with a 

Maya expert. He 

brought many 

artifacts for us 

to help learn all 

about the Maya 

culture and 

dressed up in an 

amazing 

costume. 

In topic we have also been learning 

about the geography of the Americas. 



 
We have been learning all about electrical circuits this term. Here we 

are completing a series of electrical challenges with batteries, wires,  

bulbs, buzzers, motors and switches. 

Science  

As part of our Literacy work we took part in a dance 

activity based on ‘The Butterfly Lion’ by Michael Morpurgo. 



 

 

 

LITERACY  
We took part in a whole class drama activity and then wrote some amazing stories 

taking inspiration from ‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’ by Michael Morpurgo. 

By Ryan 

By Amina 



World book day and DT 

Year 6 enjoyed a fantastic world book day. We decorated the corridor 

with Charlie and the Chocolate Factory images  and took part in a 

fabulous tea party. Even the teachers dressed up as Roald Dahl 

characters. 

As part of our design and technology lessons we analysed, planned, and 

then cooked some delicious chocolate chip muffins. Yum! 
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